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PORT FREEPORT RECEIVES FIRST CONTAINER VESSEL IN NEW ALL-WATER 

EXPRESS SERVICE FROM ASIA 

 

 

FREEPORT, TX (December 28, 2021) – On December 10th, the M/V ZHONG GU FU 

JIAN (2010 built, Chinese Flagged) berthed at Port Freeport’s Velasco Container Terminal.  The 

arrival of the 902-foot long 4,963 TEU vessel marks another milestone for Port Freeport as the 

first container vessel to offer all-water service from Asia into Port Freeport.  

“Port Freeport’s recent announcement of completing the first portion of the Freeport 

Harbor Channel Improvement Project and the ongoing expansion of the Velasco Container 

Terminal has garnered the attention of the steamship lines,” said Phyllis Saathoff, Executive 

Director/CEO of Port Freeport.  “The current disruptions in the supply chain have encouraged 

carriers and shippers to consider alternate ports of entry and with these additions, Port Freeport is 

an enticing alternative.”  

Transfar Shipping PTE. LTD., an ocean carrier originating from Singapore, is committed 

to establishing a supply chain for business-to-business, cross-border, e-commerce.  In a bid to 

improve the fulfillment efficiency of the logistic service under the current critical market situation, 

Transfar Shipping recently launched express service between China and the U.S. Gulf Coast by 

offering one to two direct sailings per month, importing a mix of cargo for many globally known 

companies including, Alibaba.  

Over $450 million of infrastructure projects are currently underway at Port Freeport.  Those 

projects include the Freeport Harbor Channel Improvement Project, that will deepen and partially 

widen the harbor channel to accommodate the modern vessels operating around the world today; 

and the Velasco Terminal dock extension which will add 927 feet of berth and an 85-foot RoRo 
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Platform to Velasco Container Terminal.  Port Freeport will soon embark on the Velasco Terminal 

Modernization Project that will improve gate infrastructure and access to the terminal enhancing 

efficiency. 

“Port Freeport has been, and continues to be, a rapidly growing deep-water port.  The Port 

Commissioners of the past two decades believed that it was imperative to invest in the expansion 

to accommodate that growth, as does the current Commissioners.  That investment in expansion 

correlates to the creation of positive economic impacts for the community, Brazoria County, the 

state of Texas and our great nation,” said Port Commission Chairman John Hoss. “We welcome 

the Transfar Shipping express service as the first direct, all-water service from Asia into Port 

Freeport.” 

Port Freeport is a leading port in the export of crude oil and natural gas liquids and ranked 

6th in chemicals, 11th in foreign waterborne tonnage, and 26th in containers.  A 2019 Economic 

Impact Study by Texas A&M Transportation Institute revealed that, nationally, the Freeport 

Harbor Channel generates 279,780 jobs and has a total economic output of $149 billion.  Port 

Freeport serves Atlantic Container Lines, AMPORTS, BASF, Chiquita Fresh N.A., CEMEX, 

CMA CGM, Dole Fresh Fruit, The Dow Chemical Company, Enterprise Products, ExxonMobil, 

Freeport LNG, Glovis, Grimaldi Lines, Hoegh Autoliners, Kirby Marine, Liberty Global Logistics, 

Mammoet, MEGlobal, Phillips 66, Riviana Foods, Inc., Sallaum Lines, Tenaris, Transfar Shipping 

PTE. LTD., U.S Department of Energy, Wallenius Wilhelmsen, and Vulcan Materials Company. 

Port Freeport is committed to keeping the local community informed of our operations and 

results.  If you have questions or comments about this article, please email or call Tricia Vela, 

Public Affairs Assistant. 
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PHOTO CUTLINE:  M/V ZHONG GU FU JIAN berthed at 

Port Freeport’s Velasco Container Terminal 


